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I. SUMMARY 
 
The Yuba Watershed Institute (YWI) is seeking proposals from qualified and experienced contractors to 
provide all labor, materials, and equipment necessary to implement forest health treatments as part of 
Phase 2 of the ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project (herein “Project”). The Project is located on federal 
lands managed by the United States Bureau of Land Management (BLM), on the San Juan Ridge in 
Nevada County, California. For a map of the location, see Figure 1 in Project Area Maps (Exhibit B). 
 
Phase 2 of the Project will implement forest and fuels treatments on approximately 140.6 acres during the 
2021-2022 Winter/Spring work season using a mixture of methods. 
 
Treatment prescriptions aim to reduce understory and ladder fuels through a combination of hand work 
and chipping on public lands within the Yuba River watershed that are extremely vulnerable to 
catastrophic wildfire.  
 
The respondents are advised that the maps, scope of work, and specifications included in this solicitation 
are intended to be the basis for performance of the Project and for the purpose of establishing a cost 
proposal. The maps, scope of work, and specifications were prepared by the YWI and convey the general 
overall scope and nature of the Project, including descriptions of the environmental mitigation and 
protection requirements. 
 
Proposals must be received by November 3, 2021 in accordance with the instructions contained herein. 
Late proposals will not be received. 
 
The YWI estimates the total project cost to be $490,000. 
 
Respondents are advised that this is not a sealed bid or low bid process. The YWI intends to make an 
award(s) using the evaluation criteria listed in the specifications to determine the proposal with the best 
value for the YWI. 
 

II. PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 

A. Request for Proposals (RFP) Schedule 
  
Release of RFP                                            October 13, 2021 
Pre-Proposal Field Meeting                                  October 21, 2021 
Final RFP Questions Due                             October 22, 2021 
Final Question Responses Posted        October 26, 2021 
Proposal Due Date                                       November 3, 2021  
Notice of Intent to Award                             November 17, 2021 
Contract Award      November 22, 2021 (estimated) 
Notice to Proceed     December 1, 2021 (estimated) 
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B. Questions and Addenda 
  
Questions regarding the RFP shall be submitted by email to the Project Manager, Cameron Musser 
(info@yubawatershedinstitute.org). 
  
Questions shall be received no later than 4:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (PST) on October 22, 2021. 
Question responses will be posted on the YWI website (yubawatershedinstitute.org) no later than October 
26, 2021. Responses will also address those questions posed during the non-mandatory field visit. Any 
addenda to this RFP will also be posted on the YWI website no later than October 26, 2021. Proposal 
should acknowledge receipt of addenda, if applicable, and of YWI question responses. 
  

C. Pre-Proposal Field Meeting 
  
The YWI will conduct a non-mandatory pre-proposal field meeting of the project area on October 21, 
2021at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will commence in the parking lot of the North Columbia Schoolhouse 
Cultural Center, located at 17894 Tyler Foote Rd, Nevada City, CA. All interested parties are requested 
to R.S.V.P. by email to Cameron Musser (info@yubawatershedinstitute.org). 
  

D. Proposal Submission 
  
Proposals shall be submitted electronically. Proposals must be submitted via email to Cameron Musser 
(info@yubawatershedinstitute.org) no later than 4:00 p.m. PST, on November 3, 2021. Please cc yourself 
as verification of submittal. 
  
Faxed or late proposals will not be accepted. It is the responsibility of the proposer to assure that the 
proposal is received prior to the deadline date and time. Proposals received after the submission deadline 
will not be accepted. Any changes to this RFP are invalid unless specifically modified by the YWI and 
issued as a separate addendum document. Should there be any question as to changes to the content of this 
document, the YWI’s copy shall prevail. 
 

E. Proposal Format 
  
The proposals must be an 8½” X 11” Portable Document Format (PDF) file and may be no more than a 
total of fifteen (15) pages. NOTE: A single sheet cover letter and any attachments included in this RFP 
which are required to be submitted with the proposal, including cost proposal, insurance, licensing 
documents, and addenda acknowledgments, do NOT count toward the fifteen (15) page limit. Proposals 
that do not furnish information organized according to the format or do not include the content specified 
in this RFP may be rejected as non-responsive. 
  

F. Required Proposal Content 
  
Cost Proposal: A Cost Proposal shall be submitted. Estimated quantities should be based upon the best 
available information at the time of advertisement of the RFP. The YWI estimates the total project cost to 

mailto:yubawatershedinstitute.org
https://yubawatershedinstitute.org/
mailto:info@yubawatershedinstitute.org
mailto:info@yubawatershedinstitute.org
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be approximately $490,000. Proposers may submit cost proposals for more or less than this estimated 
amount. 
 
The respondents are expected to identify the cost to complete the work and provide firm unit costs as 
identified in the attached Schedule of Items/ Cost Proposal Form (Exhibit A) for each item specified. The 
actual quantities (acres) required may fluctuate up or down, but the unit prices proposed by each 
respondent shall remain firm and shall not be negotiated. All unit prices shall include all necessary 
overhead and profit. Items not listed in the Schedule of Items such as administrative overhead, profit, etc., 
shall be distributed throughout the respondent’s unit prices for the items listed. The respondent must 
submit pricing as requested in the RFP. 
  
Approach, Staffing, Work Plan, Schedule: Proposers shall provide an overview of Contractor’s 
understanding of the services to be provided and their approach to the work, including but not limited to 
equipment to be utilized, staffing requirement expectations, and any other items that are necessary to 
demonstrate Contractor’s proposed strategy to complete the project. The approach shall include the 
proposed work plan and schedule for accomplishing the work. 
 
Experience, Qualifications, and References: Proposers shall provide a general description of 
Contractor’s experience and qualifications related to fuels reduction work of similar scope and 
complexity. Provide an organizational chart and concise resumes of key staff and Subcontractors 
indicating the names and roles of staff and Subcontractors and their experience.  For key staff, please 
indicate each individuals’ availability for this project and describe the specific role they would play in this 
project.  Provide a description of two to three recent projects with a similar scope of work, including the 
contact information for the references who oversaw these projects. Photographs of other projects 
completed are helpful but not required. 
  
Insurance Certificates: Provide copies of insurance certificates reflecting the requirements outlined in 
the Sample Agreement (Exhibit E) and summarized below: 
 

• Workers Compensation Insurance with statutory limits (not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence); 
• A general liability insurance (not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence for personal injury and 

property damages); 
• Business Auto Liability Insurance (not less than $1,000,000 combined single limit for bodily injury 

and property damages covering all vehicles including hired cars, owned and non-owned vehicles; 
 
Licenses: Provide proof of California Business License and Contractor’s License. 
  

G. Evaluation Process 
  
An evaluation committee will evaluate all proposals received for completeness and the proposer’s ability 
to meet all specifications as outlined in this RFP. The following evaluation criteria and weight of 
importance shall be used in evaluating and selecting a contractor. Cost proposal criteria points will be 
awarded on a relative scale as described below. 
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Evaluation Criteria Points 

Cost Proposal 45 

Experience, Qualifications, and References 25 

Approach, Staffing, Work Plan, and Schedule 30 

Proof of Insurance Y/N 

Proof of California Business License and Contractor’s License Y/N 
  

H. Award of Contract 
  
The YWI may reject any and all proposals and re-issue this RFP. The YWI may choose to award one or 
more contractors to service any portion of the project. The YWI may waive any minor irregularities or 
immaterial defects in a proposal. The YWI reserves the right to request additional written or oral 
information from proposers to obtain clarification on their proposals. All proposals become the property 
of the YWI. All costs associated with development of the proposal in response to the RFP shall be the sole 
responsibility of the proposers and shall not be charged in any manner to the YWI. 
  
The contract is expected to be awarded by November 17, 2021. 
 

III. PROJECT BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The overall ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project encompasses about 1,200 acres of the San Juan Ridge, 
located between the South Yuba and Middle Yuba Rivers in Nevada County, California.  Vegetation 
treatments will be implemented on 140.6 acres of this larger area during the 2021-2022 Winter/Spring 
work season. The YWI has managed the forest in partnership with the BLM since 1991. 
 
Project goals are to: 

• Improve fire safety for local residents and reduce risk of property damage from wildfire; 
• Improve watershed resilience to fire, drought, and climate change; 
• Reduce risk of high severity wildfire; 
• Maintain water quality in Shady Creek; 
• Mitigate global warming by reducing greenhouse gas emission from stand-leveling wildfire and 

increasing carbon sequestration; and 
• Increase biodiversity by enhancing habitat heterogeneity. 

 
The specific project objective is to: 

• Use a combination of hand cutting/chipping and hand cutting/piling to reduce understory and 
ladder fuels within the Big Parcel, Shady Grove, and Poison Oak parcels of the ‘Inimim Forest. 
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IV. SCOPE OF WORK  
  

A. Project Areas 
 
The YWI has identified treatment units encompassing a total of approximately 140.6 acres that would 
meet the objectives of the Project. See Project Area Maps (Exhibit B). The units are as follows: 

 
• Unit A – Hand thin chip with tracked chipper (100.1 acres) 
• Unit B – Hand thin and pile (26.9 acres) 
• Unit C – Hand thin, haul to tracked chipper, and chip (13.6 acres) 

 
The YWI will provide Contractor with a secure, locked area within a 10-minute drive of treatment units 
where equipment can be stored overnight or when not in use. The location of this area is still to be 
determined. 
 

B. Prescriptions and Treatments 
 
Contractor may use a combination of mechanical and hand tools to achieve the desired prescriptions as 
described below.  Refer to Project Area Maps (Exhibit B) for treatment locations. 
 
Treatments may be modified by the Project Manager prior to and/or during implementation to reflect on-
the-ground conditions. 
 
Goals of Treatments: 

• Eliminate ladder fuels to large-diameter trees. 
• Selectively thin small-diameter trees by selecting leaders that will suppress the regrowth of future 

thickets. 
• Leave small-diameter trees at appropriate spacing to create stands with at least 3 age classes.  

 
1) Phase 2 Fuels Reduction Prescription 

 
a. Understory Fuels 

• Surface fuels (e.g., fallen dead trees or tree limbs) with a diameter-at-breast-height 
(DBH) of 10 inches and under shall be removed. This includes removing and 
disposing of limbs from fallen dead trees greater than 10 inches in diameter. 

o Do not treat surface fuels larger than 10 inches in diameter.  
• Manzanita is the predominant shrub and therefore the priority shrub to be treated. 

All other shrubs shall not be treated.  
• Do no remove any riparian species. Riparian species include: hazelnut, willow, 

alder, dogwood, and maple. 
• Do not cut or chip Scotch broom. If Scotch broom is encountered, pull out by root 

system and pile. Scotch broom piles will be no larger than 3x3x3 feet in dimension 
and be placed away from where there will be machine work as to not disperse seeds. 
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If Scotch broom is pulled in an area where burn piles have been or will be made, 
the broom can be added to these piles. Weed wrenches will be provided by the YWI 
if not in possession of Contractor.  

• Individual manzanita plants or groups of plants should be retained if horizontal 
separation between plants is at least 3 to 5 times the height of the residual plants 
and the residual plants are not within the drip lines of an overstory tree. Plants that 
are retained should be young and less than 5 feet tall. 

o In areas of large, continuous patches of manzanita with no individuals less 
than 5 feet tall, select groups of 2-3 plants and maintain largest horizontal 
separation between residual groups.  

o Individuals or groups of plants marked in orange were selected for retention 
by the Project Manager and shall not be treated. 

 
b. Mid-story Fuels 

• Small diameter conifer trees (ponderosa pine [Pinus ponderosa], Douglas fir 
[Pseudotsuga menziesii], white fir [Abies concolor], incense cedar [Calocedrus 
decurrens]) shall be removed to create horizontal and vertical separation of residual 
trees.  In most areas, conifers 12 inches DBH and smaller shall be removed, except 
within riparian buffers, where conifers 10 inches DBH and smaller shall be 
removed. 

o Sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana) of all diameter classes shall only be 
removed if they constitute a potential ladder fuel, with the exception of 
where there are dense stands of young sugar pine, where they shall be 
thinned to a more desirable density to release individuals. 

o Pacific yew (Taxus brevifolia) of all diameter classes shall not be treated.  
• Riparian species shall not be treated. Riparian species include willow (Salix spp.), 

alder (Alnus rhombifolia), dogwood (Cornus spp.) and maple (Acer 
macrophyllum). 

• Spacing of residual trees will be determined by Project Manager and demonstrated 
in the sample mark at each parcel. Spacing is subject to change and will prioritize 
the creation of clumps and gaps where possible. 

• Hardwood trees (madrone [Arbutus menziesii], tanoak [Notholithocarpus 
densiflorus], black oak [Quercus kellogii], live oak [Quercus wislizeni and Quercus 
chrysolepis], blue oak [Quercus douglasii]) 10 inches DBH and smaller shall only 
be removed if they constitute a potential ladder fuel.  

o Exception 1: Where there are dense stands of young oaks or madrones, these 
areas shall be thinned by selecting strong leaders while still maintaining no 
greater than 10 foot spacing, so that stump sprouting is suppressed by shade. 

o Exception 2: Do not remove any hardwoods in the California Spotted Owl 
nest stand (see item “c.” below). 

o In general, for trees without needles, only cut oaks and madrones. Other 
hardwood tree species should not be treated.  

• Leave trees marked in orange have been selected for retention and shall not be 
treated.  
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• Larger overstory trees (> 12 inches DBH) do count as residual trees and, to reduce 
ladder fuels, shall have vegetation within their drip lines removed. 

• Branches shall be pruned off all residual conifer trees from 8 to 10 feet off the forest 
floor. Do not reduce the live crown ratio below ½ (i.e., half of the height of the 
tree).  

• Do not prune branches from broadleaf species (oak, madrone, riparian species). 
• Cut snags greater than 10 inches in DBH only if they constitute a ladder fuel or 

create an unsafe concentration of fuels. 
• Contractor will receive training on how to choose retained trees by learning a 

Sample Mark* demonstrated by the Project Manager. The general criteria for 
retaining trees is as follows: 

o Vigorous (1/3 live crown ratio and green) shade intolerant species (e.g., pine 
and oak species) should be given priority as residual trees. 

o No mechanical damage to the bark. 
o Leave trees are outside of the dripline of > 12” DBH retained trees. 
o For conifers, leave trees that have single leaders and thrifty crowns with at 

least 1/3 live crown ratio. 
o The order of conifers species to be retained is as follows (in descending 

order): 
Sugar pine 
Ponderosa pine 
Douglas fir 
Incense cedar 
 

c. California Spotted Owl (CASPO) Nest Stand 
The entire project area has been designated as a CASPO protected activity center. A map 
will be provided showing the boundaries of the approximately 10-acre CASPO nest stand 
within portions of Unit B, where the following prescription shall be implemented: 

• No hardwoods shall be treated. 
• Retain a higher density of midstory fuels to create multiple canopy layers. 
• Retain a higher density of brush, ensuring there is a patchy—non-contiguous—

distribution of shrubs. 
• Piles shall not be constructed within 10 feet of any residual vegetation. 
• See “California spotted owl” in Project Design Features (Exhibit C). 

 
2) *Sample Mark  

 
a. A Sample Mark is a teaching tool that demonstrates how to select vegetation to be retained, 

or uncut. For the sample mark, features to be retained will be marked in orange flagging 
and features to be cut will be marked in blue flagging. The contractor will be expected to 
learn how to select vegetation to be retained and apply this selection method throughout 
the designated area. 
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b. In areas where trees and brush were not marked for retention with orange flagging prior to 
operations, the contractor will receive training on how to choose retained vegetation by 
learning a Sample Mark demonstrated by the Project Manager. 

 
3) Treatments 

 
a. Hand Thin 
This is a required treatment in Units A – C; see Figures 3, 4, and 5 in Project Area Maps 
(Exhibit B). Hand thinning shall be accomplished by a hand crew with chainsaws, string 
trimmers, pole saws, weed whackers, and loppers as necessary. 

 
b. Chipping 
This is a required treatment in Units A and C. See Figures 3, 4, and 5 in Project Area Maps 
(Exhibit B). Chipping treatments differ per unit and prescription as follows:  

• Unit A: Use of a tracked chipper (and additional equipment, if needed) to broadcast 
and pile chips in the forest understory on slopes less than 35% within the unit. Chips 
shall be broadcast away from cultural resources (e.g., mining ditches) and streams. 

• Unit C: These units are mapped along the border of most of the cut and pile unit 
(Unit B), along an abandoned logging road, and in cases where stream buffers lie 
within tracked chipper units (Unit A). Haul cut material out of select stream buffers 
and out of areas of steep (greater than 35%) slope, then chip. In areas where slope 
is too steep for machinery (above 35%), haul cut material to a chipper located in a 
flatter (less than 35% slope) area, within perimeter of Unit A or on access roads, to 
be chipped. The maximum distance required to haul material uphill is 30 feet (or 
50 feet in stream buffers); the maximum distance required to haul material downhill 
is 100 feet. Chips will either be broadcasted or piled. Do not broadcast chips within 
stream buffers. 

• Broadcasted chipped materials are not to exceed 4 inches in depth and shall be 
chipped into piles no larger than 4 feet in height. Chip piles shall be spaced at least 
20 feet apart and shall be interspersed between areas of broadcast chipping. This is 
to create a heterogeneous forest floor with little to no fuel continuity. No chips shall 
be piled or allowed to accumulate at the base of residual trees. Chips shall not be 
broadcast into the channel of any stream (wet or dry). Existing dead/down woody 
material with a diameter of 10 inches or less shall be chipped. Although all surface 
fuels (e.g., fallen dead trees or tree limbs) greater than 10 inches should be left, the 
limbs from fallen dead trees shall be removed. If there is an area where material 
cannot be chipped due to topographic variables, safety, environmental barriers, etc., 
Contractor shall alert the Project Manager and the material will be considered for 
piling instead. 

 
c. Piling 
This is a required treatment in Unit B, where slopes in excess of 35% prevent the use of 
heavy equipment. See Figures 3, 4, and 5 in Project Area Maps (Exhibit B). Burning of 
piles is not included in the scope of work of this RFP. Piles shall not exceed 6 x 6 x 6 feet. 
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Spacing between piles shall be at least 10 feet. Piles shall be placed outside the drip lines 
of remaining trees and away from large logs or stumps. Piles shall not be created within 
stream buffers (material is required to be hauled outside of buffer), within 10 feet of cultural 
resources (e.g., mining ditches), or on slopes that exceed 65%. See “Prescribed Fire” in 
Project Design Features (Exhibit C). 

 
C. Flagging and Marking 

 
The YWI will flag the treatment areas according to a flagging system that will be provided to Contractor 
prior to project initiation.  The flagging system is provided below.   
 

Flagging Color Flagging Use Details 

Fluorescent pink Project boundaries 

The overall Project boundaries will be flagged.  However, 
within the project area, individual Units will not be marked 
with flagging. Contractor will be provided with a 
georeferenced PDF map of the Unit boundaries that can be 
used by Contractor to located Unit boundaries in the field 
with free mobile smartphone/tablet applications (e.g., 
Avenza). 

Blue and white-striped Watercourse protection 
zones 

50-foot buffer of ephemeral streams. No mechanical 
equipment entry, materials must be hauled out for piling or 
chipping, and broadcast chipping into these areas. 

Orange Leave trees All trees and shrubs marked with orange flagging shall be left 
in place. This flagging will be used for the Sample Mark. 

Blue Cut trees Trees that are specifically designated to be cut. This flagging 
will be used for the Sample Mark. 

Yellow Skid trail/Access Route Designated access routes, including skid trails to traverse 
slopes above 35%  

Orange and black-striped No Treatment/Sensitive 
Resource  

Designated areas to remain untreated will be excluded from 
the project area. Included are also buffers for wildlife habitat 
or areas of active wildlife use.  No entry into these areas is 
allowed by any workers or equipment. 

Lime green and red or 
TBD Cultural Resource These areas shall be avoided by mechanical equipment and 

no piling will occur within their boundaries 

D. Work Sequence and Timing 
 
As described previously, each proposal shall include the proposed overall work plan and schedule for 
accomplishing the work. Upon awarding the project to chosen Contractor(s), the specific timing of 
treatments in some units shall be scheduled in coordination with the Project Manager to minimize potential 
wildlife impacts (see Project-Specific Conditions). 
 
Contractor shall not be absent from the project for more than two weeks without the express permission 
of the Project Manager. If an absence is anticipated, Contractor shall notify the Project Manager at least 
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one week in advance of the anticipated absence. Absences due to weather restrictions are an exception to 
this requirement, but must be coordinated with the Project Manager. 
 
The anticipated start date of this project (i.e., expected date of Notice to Proceed) is December 1, 2021. 
However, if BLM fire restrictions are still in place at this time, the project start date will be postponed 
until after such restrictions are lifted.  
 
All project work must be completed no later than February 14, 2022. 
 

E. Communication and Coordination  
 
Contractor shall provide one foreman that shall serve as a point of contact with the Project Manager.  
Proposals shall specify which key staff member will fill this role. 
 
The foreman will be responsible for providing weekly reports on project accomplishments to the Project 
Manager (i.e., by phone call, text, or email) and will be available to respond to phone calls and/or emails 
from the Project Manager. The foreman will also be responsible for communicating Project requirements 
to all crew members. If the YWI Project Manager communicates a modification to treatments or other 
instructions, the foreman shall pass these instructions along to all crew members within one day. The 
foreman will give the Project Manager at least a 3-day notice before moving to a new treatment area. 
 

F. Equipment 
 
Contractor shall include in their Proposal information about the types of equipment that will be used in 
each Unit. Project Design Features (Exhibit C) require that equipment such as tracked chippers will have 
rubber tracks rather than metal tracks or tires, whenever feasible or warranted by resource concerns, in 
order to reduce ground disturbance. In addition, tractor-based equipment is preferable to excavator-based 
equipment for the same reasons. Project proposals shall include sufficient information about equipment 
types (e.g., make/model, wheeled vs. tracked, type of wheels/tracks, size, etc.) and this information will 
be used by the evaluation committee as part of its criteria for ranking proposals. 
 

G. Project-Specific Conditions  
 
Contractor shall be responsible for the following: 
 

• Contractor shall implement all treatments in accordance with the Phase 2 prescriptions, as defined 
and/or modified by the Project Manager, and following all flagging and marking guidelines. 

• Contractor shall coordinate with the Project Manager to develop a work sequence/schedule to 
ensure that work will be completed prior to February 14th.  

• All personnel that work on this project must attend a mandatory training given by the YWI Project 
Manager prior to the start of work. This training will cover treatment prescriptions, plant species 
identification, sensitive environmental resources, and cultural resources. Any workers that join the 
project following project initiation must also receive the training prior to starting work on the 
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project. The Project Manager must be notified prior to new workers joining the crew so that 
additional trainings can be scheduled. 

• Should any sensitive resources, such a special-status species, active bird nest, or archaeological 
resource, be found during project implementation, work in the affected area shall cease and the 
Project Manager shall be notified immediately. 

• If any wildlife is encountered during implementation, work in this direct area should cease until it 
is allowed to move out of harm’s way of its own accord.  If it cannot be allowed to move out of 
harm’s way of its own accord, the Project Manager shall be notified immediately. 

• Contractor shall furnish fuel and all supplies for equipment maintenance. Equipment should be 
free of leaks, in good operating condition, and have spark arresting equipment or a supercharger. 

• Equipment shall be cleaned before entering the Project area to prevent spread of noxious weeds 
and pathogens.  

• Contractor shall adhere to fuel standards for diesel fuel emissions established by the Air Resources 
Board, Northern Sierra Air Quality Management Districts, for all on-road vehicles and off- road 
vehicles and equipment involved in projects. 

• Contractor shall comply with BLM hazardous materials requirements, which require that the 
contractors a BLM-approved spill plan, will have spill containment kits present on site, and will 
complete fueling and fuel storage away from aquatic resources (see Exhibit C). 

• Contractor shall post signs and/or road guards to warn the public about vegetation management, 
when and where necessary for safety. 

 
H. Inspections 

 
YWI will conduct inspections to ensure that the services are acceptable. Inspections do not relieve 
Contractor of the responsibility for maintaining quality control. Compliance inspections will be made on 
a sporadic basis. Such inspections are not final, and do not constitute acceptance by the YWI. Final 
inspections for payment will be made on completed items only. Contractor is encouraged to break the job 
out into logical measurable units. 
 
 

V. GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 

A. It is not the intent of these specifications to cover each and every detail. Any problems that may 
arise must be promptly reported to the YWI and shall be subject to the decision of the YWI. 
Contractor is expected to carefully examine the size and scope of the proposed work prior to 
submitting a proposal. Contractor certifies they have checked carefully all the quantities, 
specifications, and maps, and understands that the YWI shall not be responsible for any errors or 
omissions on the part of the proposer in compiling and submittal of this proposal.  

 
B. Contractor agrees that they will provide the materials and/or perform the work herein under the 

terms and conditions set forth in the awarded contract and/or purchase order; and shall furnish and 
be responsible for all the labor, materials, tools, equipment, transportation, insurance, notifications, 
licenses, permits, and all other services and facilities necessary, including all incidental work and 
appurtenances as may be reasonably implied and as described in the specifications and other 
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Contract documents. All costs incidental to these requirements will not be paid for separately but 
shall be included in the work, including testing, if needed. Contractor shall be responsible to pay 
all costs for permits, licenses, fees and insurance which may be required to perform the work 
required. 

 
C. Proposer shall provide proof of insurance coverage as described in the Sample Agreement (Exhibit 

E). 
 

D. Boundary and/ or cross fences must not be damaged, and chips or debris must not be propelled 
onto the neighboring lands. No woody material is to be left on or piled up against fences, in ditches, 
against residual trees, or on roadways. 

 
E. Roads, trails, and other improvements, including but not limited to gates, fences, culverts and/or 

drainage structures, or signs damaged by Contractor shall be repaired to a like or better condition 
as that found prior to the start of work. Repairs may include repairing or replacing drainage control 
features. Damage to existing roads, trails or other improvements, caused by Contractor, must be 
repaired by Contractor at Contractor’s expense within ten (10) working days of notification by the 
YWI. 
 

F. All entry points into Units from Sumi Rd. and OHV trails must be decommissioned and disguised 
upon termination of use. Under no circumstances should a Unit entry point be left that would 
encourage or allow entry of other vehicles into the forested areas. Only tools and machinery 
approved by the Project Manager should be used to ensure this. 

 
G. Soil disturbance shall be as minimal as possible. Operations shall cease before causing damage 

that will result in soil erosion or compaction. 
 
H. The work site shall be left in a safe manner at the end of every workday, and Contractor will take 

all reasonable precautions to avoid injury to the public.   
 
I. Before daily departure, all areas shall be cleaned of all Contractor’s garbage, excess materials, 

temporary structures, and equipment, and all parts of the work area shall be left in a neat and 
presentable condition. At no point should trash or litter be placed on the ground. Trash piles that 
are made while working to be picked up at the end of the day are unacceptable. Contractor must 
keep all trash on their person until they can place trash in a proper receptible (e.g., trash bag or 
can) that shall be removed from the Project site by Contractor at the end of each day. 

 
J. Contractor shall coordinate all work as necessary to complete the project, while avoiding damages 

to utilities and other infrastructure in the project areas. 
 

K. Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and policies 
governing the funds and scope under this agreement. 
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EXHIBIT A 
Schedule of Items/ Cost Proposal Form 

 
 

 
ITEM NO. 

DESCRIPTION 
(Vegetation 
Treatment 

Prescription) 

UNIT 
(ACRES +/-) 

UNIT PRICE 
($/ac) 

TOTAL PRICE 
($) 

Unit A  Hand thin and chip with 
tracked chipper 100.1 

  

Unit B Hand thin and pile 26.9 
  

Unit C Hand thin, haul to tracked 
chipper, and chip.  13.6 

  

No Treatment Sensitive areas within project 
not to be treated. 9.2 

n/a n/a 
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EXHIBIT B 
Project Area Maps 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Regional location of the 'Inimim Forest Restoration Project. 
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Figure 2.  Project location and Treatment Areas 

  



 
 Yuba Watershed Institute 

RFP for ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project, Phase 2 
B-3  
 

 

 

  

 

Figure 3. Units A, B, and C and No Treatment 
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Figure 4.  Treatment within Big Parcel. 
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Figure 5. Phase 2 required treatment methods 
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EXHIBIT C 
Project Design Features 

 
To comply with the environmental analyses and decisions required of the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, and its partners, by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Contractor must 
implement all Project Design Features (PDFs) included in the ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project 
Environmental Assessment (EA) (DOI-BLM-CA-C080-2020-0005). See Exhibit F for a web link to 
the Project’s NEPA documents.  Contractor should familiarize themselves with Project NEPA 
Documents, especially the PDFs. 
 
While Contractor is subject to all NEPA requirements found in Exhibit F, the following PDFs are 
those that are the most applicable to the project and that should be considered and/or addressed in 
Contractor proposals. 
 
Air Quality  
 
Fugitive Dust Control  
 
During hauling operations, water or approved road surface stabilizers/dust-control additives will be 
applied to reduce dust and buildup of fine sediment that can enter into waterways. Road surface 
stabilizers/dust-control additives will not be allowed to enter waterways during application. No 
surface water would be drafted for dust control.  
 
Comply with Diesel Emission Standards  
 
The BLM and its collaborators will adhere to fuel standards for diesel fuel emissions established by 
the Air Resources Board and Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District, for all on-road 
vehicles and off-road vehicles and equipment involved in the project.   
 
Cultural Resources  
 
To ensure the protection of Cultural Resources, prior to implementation, Cultural Resources will be 
flagged for visibility. Manual treatment is the preferred method in and within 100 feet of a known 
culturally sensitive area. A Cultural Resource Specialist Monitor will be present at certain sites 
allowing manual and mechanical treatment to commence. No skidding or piling is permitted within 
the sensitive sites.  
 
Avoid All Cultural Resources (Except when a Monitor is present)  

• Equipment may pass through an area where no there is no presence of Cultural Resources 
and where ground disturbance is highly evident (e.g., old skid trails, logging roads, and 
landings).  

• In areas along Historic ditches, roads, railroad grades, and trails identified within the 
treatment area that would cause no effects to surrounding Cultural Resources; equipment 
may pass through on established breaches.  
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• Hazardous trees may be directionally felled and removed. If removal is not possible the tree 
can remain in place to be bucked (if possible) then or at a later date.  

 
Temporary Road and Landing Construction and Maintenance  
 
Prior to implementation, the locations of temporary roads and landing areas will need to be reviewed 
by the Cultural Resource Specialist to ensure historic properties are not adversely affected.  
 
Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural Resources  
 
In the event of unanticipated discovery of cultural resources during the Project, the following 
procedures will be undertaken.  

• The Motherlode Field Office (FO) Archaeologist, Field Manager, and BLM project manager 
or lead will be immediately notified by personnel responsible for project implementation.  

• All project work and activities with the potential to damage the cultural resource will cease 
immediately within 50 feet of the discovery. This distance may be changed at the discretion 
of the FO Archaeologist in consultation with the Field Manager and BLM project manager, 
taking into account the circumstances of the specific project and discovery.  

• The FO Archaeologist will make an assessment of the situation and, in consultation with the 
Field Manager, prescribe a course of action consistent with the Protocol and/or the Section 
106 regulations at 36 CFR 800.13 pertaining to post-review discoveries and unanticipated 
effects.  

• The FO Archaeologist will oversee and document implementation of the agreed-upon steps 
and will report the discovery event and the manner of its resolution.  

• The Field Manager has sole discretion to authorize (through a Notice to Proceed) 
continuation of project work and activities within the area of the discovery or anticipated 
effects after the situation is fully resolved. 
 

Inadvertent Discovery of Human Remains  
 
Inadvertent discovery of human remains and objects subject, or potentially subject, to Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) as defined in 43 CFR 10.2 (d) will be 
handled by the BLM under the Archaeological Resources Protection Act regulation at 43 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) 7 and NAGPRA regulations at 43 CFR 10 as well as related BLM policy, 
including BLM California-specific policy and procedures such as those in the Protocol. The situation 
will be resolved to the satisfaction of the Field Manager, working in consultation with the FO 
Archaeologist, before project work and activities are allowed to continue in the area of the 
inadvertent discovery. The Field Manager has sole discretion to authorize (through a Notice to 
Proceed) continuation of project work and activities in the area of the discovery.  
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Biological Resources  
 
Riparian Habitat  

• No mechanical piling will occur in riparian habitat.  

• There will be no removal or treatment of live riparian hardwood species such as willow, ash, 
elderberry, maple, alder, yew, and dogwood. Hand thinning of conifers and other non-
riparian tree species less than 10 inches DBH is allowed within riparian areas. These trees 
will be piled at least 50 feet from ephemeral and intermittent streams and 100 feet from 
perennial streams for future burning.  
 

Vegetation and Special-status Plants  

• Broadleaf tree species such as madrone, tanoak, dogwood, bigleaf maple, hazelnut, 
elderberry, black oak, live oak, blue oak, and others, would be retained unless they constitute 
a potential ladder fuel. Where there are dense stands of young oaks, these areas would be 
thinned to a more desirable density to release individual oaks.  

• Sugar pines would be retained unless they are specifically identified for removal as hazard 
trees, ladder fuel, or other.  

• A higher density of tree stems and canopy cover would be retained in the cooler moister 
microsites, such as along Spring Creek (outside of the riparian buffer), within the Shields 
Camp parcel, and along prominent unnamed ephemeral drainages in the Bear Tree parcel.  

• Defect trees, snags, and downed logs would be retained for wildlife to the extent feasible. In 
particular, snags greater than 24 inches DBH provide hiding, denning, nesting, and food 
storage sites for a variety of wildlife. These large snags would be retained unless to do so 
would create an unsafe concentration of fuels. 

For Poison Oak, Bear Tree, and Long View parcels, all snags should be retained within 
Protected Activity Centers (PACs) for northern goshawk and California spotted owl unless to 
do so would create an unsafe concentration of fuels. Outside of the PACs and on all other 
parcels, treatments would retain a minimum of the largest eight snags per acre, on average 
across each parcel. If this is < 20 square feet basal area per acre, the Project would save snags 
< 30 inches in DBH, from the largest down, to a total of eight snags per acre or 20 square feet 
basal area per acre, whichever comes first.  

• Sensitive biological, cultural, or other resources that require protection will be clearly 
identified by flagging or other means of identification. This will include snags to be retained 
and special habitat features that could be used by any special status wildlife species (e.g. 
trees with complex structure, cavities, roosting or nesting platforms, nests, acorn woodpecker 
granaries). For thinning treatments, these features will be marked for retention or excluded 
from the thinning unit. For prescribed fire treatments, these features will be excluded from 
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the burn unit or fuels will be removed from around the feature prior to burning. Sensitive 
resources will be avoided to the maximum extent possible.  

General Wildlife  

• If a wildlife species is encountered during work, it will be allowed to move out of harm’s 
way of its own accord. If it cannot be allowed to move out of harm’s way on its own accord, 
a qualified biologist shall move the species to the nearest area of suitable habitat outside of 
the work. If applicable, depending on the status of the species, agency approval will be 
obtained before any species is moved.  

• Existing wood rat nests and other existing large woody debris will be avoided when creating 
burn piles. Where possible, the Project will avoid damaging large (18+ inches) hollow or 
rotten logs and rotten stumps during all Project activities. Existing coarse woody material 
(more than 6 inches in diameter at the large end) and snags will be retained, as possible.  

• If a potential wildlife nest/den site cannot be avoided, the pile will be checked for signs of 
wildlife before damaging or lighting. If nests or dens are found, the pile will be retained, if 
possible. If it must be burned, it will be restacked nearby or the animal will be given a path to 
escape from the fire.  

• Retention of coarse woody debris in managed stands should more closely model coarse 
woody debris found in natural stands. The Project will retain and scatter tops and limbs from 
20 percent of the trees harvested  

• The Project will leave an uncut patch (minimum of 0.25 acre) for every 10 acres treated, with 
patches totaling 5 percent of the area. Retained trees or large snags may be used as the center 
for uncut patches. Riparian and other buffers can help to satisfy this goal. 

  
Special-status Amphibians and Reptiles  

• There will be no heavy equipment use or pile burning within 300 feet of aquatic habitat that 
represents potential habitat for special-status amphibians and western pond turtle.  

• During the wet season (after the first frontal rain of greater than ¼ inch after October 15th 
through April 15th), no cutting or equipment will occur within 300 feet of potential aquatic 
habitat for special-status amphibians and western pond turtle.  

• During the dry season, manual treatment methods may be used within this buffer.  
 
Nesting Birds and Raptors  
 
Project activities during the breeding season for special-status or migratory birds and raptors 
(generally March through August) will be minimized to the extent possible.  
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If Project activities will occur during the avian breeding season, a qualified biologist will conduct a 
pre-Project nesting bird and raptor survey prior to the start of Project activities, as described below.  

• The pre-Project nesting bird and raptor surveys shall be conducted between March 1 and 
August 31 no more than 10 days before the initiation of Project activities.  

• If a lapse in Project activities for 10 days or longer occurs, another pre-Project survey will be 
performed.  

• Surveys for raptor nests should extend ¼ mile from the Project area to ensure that nesting 
raptors are not affected by Project disturbances.  

• For surveys in inaccessible areas, the surveying biologist shall use binoculars to scan any 
suitable nesting substrate for potential raptor nests.  

• If an active bird or raptor nest is identified within the Project area or an active raptor nest is 
identified within a ¼ mile from the Project area, BLM staff will be notified and a no-
disturbance buffer shall be established around the nest to avoid disturbance of the nesting 
birds or raptors until a qualified biologist determines that the young have fledged and are 
foraging on their own.  

• Non-disturbance buffers will be a minimum of 15 feet surrounding the active nest of a 
migratory bird. Except as specified in species-specific PDFs, the extent of these buffers shall 
be determined by the biologist (coordinating with BLM and/or California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife [CDFW], as applicable) and shall depend on the species identified, level of 
noise or Project disturbance, line-of-sight between the nest and the disturbance, ambient 
levels of noise and other disturbances, and other topographical or artificial barriers.  

• In addition to the establishment of buffers, other avoidance measures (determined during 
agency coordination) may include monitoring of the nest during work and restricting the type 
of work that can be conducted near the nest site. 

 
California spotted owl  

• Project activities will avoid cutting/felling/hauling activities within 0.5 mile of any active 
California spotted owl nest.  

• Preferred habitat/activity centers would be delineated in the ‘Inimim, based on USFS method 
of delineating California spotted owl PACs (USFS 2018). These would be delineated to: (1) 
include known and suspected nest stands and (2) encompass the best available 300 acres of 
forested habitat in the largest contiguous patches possible, based on aerial photography. Best 
available forested stands have the following characteristics: (1) two or more canopy layers; 
(2) trees in the dominant and co-dominant crown classes average 24 inches DBH or greater 
(3) at least 70 percent tree canopy cover (including hardwoods); and (4) in descending order 



 
 Yuba Watershed Institute 

RFP for ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project, Phase 2 
C-6  
 

of priority, California Wildlife Habitat Relationship (CWHR) classes 6, 5D, 5M, 4D, and 4M 
and other stands with at least 50 percent canopy cover (including hardwoods).  

• As additional nest location and habitat data become available, boundaries should be adjusted, 
as applicable.  

• Forest treatments within California spotted owl PACs would only be implemented as needed 
to restore and protect habitat conditions, and would ensure that within these areas trees in the 
dominant and co-dominant crown classes continue to average 24 inches DBH or greater and 
would continue to have at least 70 percent tree canopy cover.  

• Mechanical treatment will not be allowed in PACs, unless it is needed to improve habitat 
suitability.  

• All treatments used will retain living trees (non-hazard) with DBH greater than 30 inches.  

• Snags would be retained in PACs unless to do so would create an unsafe concentration of 
fuels.  

 
Bats 

• Within occupied maternity roosting habitat, treatments are limited to protection or 
improvement of roosting habitat.  

• All abandoned buildings, if any occur within project area, will be inspected for bats before 
project implementation. If occupied, the buildings will be treated as maternal roosting 
habitat. Project area will be surveyed for caves and abandoned mines before project 
implementation. If caves and/or abandoned mines are located, they will be treated as 
occupied maternity roosting habitat.  

•  Within occupied maternity roosting habitat, Project activities that may affect bats may not 
occur between February 2 and September 14.  

 
Fisher, Marten, and Ringtail  

• Treatment activities are prohibited around active fisher, marten, and ringtail den sites. If an 
active den site is present, a non-disturbance buffer will be established around the site. The 
size and duration of the buffer will be sufficient to ensure that treatments don’t result in 
breeding disturbance, will be determined by the BLM FO Biologist, and will depend on the 
species and on the intensity, duration, timing, and specific location of proposed treatment.  

• Project area will be surveyed to determine presence/absence of fishers, marten and ringtails 
using track plate protocols or other protocol approved by the BLM biologist. If any species 
are detected, the BLM biologist will determine the necessary protection measures.  
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Non-native Invasive Plants  

• Before ground-disturbing activities begin, weed infestations will be inventoried and areas 
will be prioritized for treatment and/or avoidance as necessary, particularly in operating areas 
and in areas along access routes. When possible, high-risk sites will be treated for weed 
establishment in coordination with other forest treatments.  

• Weed-free gravel and fill dirt will be used for road work.  

• To prevent weed germination and establishment, native vegetation will be retained to the 
maximum extent practicable in and around the Project and soil disturbance will be kept to a 
minimum while still meeting Project objectives.  

• If deemed appropriate by the FO botanist, burned piles or other disturbed sites will be seeded 
with native species or covered with native duff/litter, particularly if known or expected 
invasive plants species are present.  

• Treatment areas will be monitored following treatment, where feasible, to ensure that 
noxious and invasive weeds do not become established.  

• Weed propagation and establishment will be minimized by avoiding driving through weed-
infested areas to the maximum extent feasible.  

• To avoid the importation or spread of invasive weeds or non-native invasive plant species, all 
tools, equipment and materials required for project implementation will be washed prior to 
transport to the project site according to the following:  

o Sites where equipment can be cleaned will be identified before Project initiation.  

o Equipment will be cleaned or pressure washed to remove mud, dirt, and plant parts 
before entering public lands, prior to initiating Project activities, before transport to 
new work areas, and before leaving the project site if operating in areas infested with 
weeds. Weeds that establish at designated equipment cleaning sites will be inspected 
and treated, as necessary.  

• The following will be implemented to prevent the introduction of Sudden Oak Death  

o Before traveling to the ‘Inimim Forest, after working with vegetation that may have 
been infested with Sudden Oak Death, contractors will remove or wash off 
accumulations of soil, mud, and organic debris from shoes, boots, vehicles and heavy 
equipment, etc. Lysol or a bleach solution could be used to disinfect shoes and boots 
after cleaning.  
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o All seeds or other propagules used in revegetation would be collected from within the 
South Yuba or Middle Yuba watersheds to preserve genetic diversity and local 
genotypes and to avoid introduction of pathogens.  

 

Noise  

Avoid Noise Disturbance to Residences  

Project activities that occur in close vicinity of residences and that could cause noise disturbance to 
residences (i.e. expose residences to equivalent continuous sound levels exceeding 65 A-weighted 
decibels) will be limited to daytime hours of 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday unless conditions warrant that certain project 
activities occur during evening or early morning hours (e.g., extreme heat).  

 
Soils and Water Resources  
 
General Erosion Control  

• Mechanized equipment will stay at least 50 feet from ephemeral and intermittent streams and 
150 feet from perennial streams.  

• There will be no hauling or landing operations on native surface or gravel roads, or project-
related ground disturbance in the ‘Inimim during the wet season (generally October 15 
through May 15), to protect roads from damage and decrease the potential for off-site 
sediment movement. Some variations in these dates will be permitted dependent upon 
weather and soil moisture conditions of the roads, as approved by BLM.  

• The BLM will immediately shut down all harvest and yarding operations if there is potential 
for sediment movement to waterways due to weather or soil moisture conditions.  

• The average depth of masticated material will be less than 4 inches to prevent erosion while 
minimizing surface fuels.  

• Ground vegetation will be retained on cut and fill slopes in order to reduce surface erosion 
and maintain slope stability unless it poses a safety hazard or restricts individual project 
activities. Cut vegetation as required for safety and maintenance, leaving the root mass and 
ground surface intact.  

• Disturbed soils will be covered with weed free straw and/or native materials and may be 
seeded with native, regional seed, or protected by other best management practices such as 
straw waddles, straw matting, jute netting, riprap armoring, etc. Where soils are deeper and 
more likely to erode, a packed gravel base will be considered on roads and trails to help 
reduce soil movement. 
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Hazardous Materials  

• Project contractors will be required to have a BLM-approved spill plan or other applicable 
contingency plan. The plan will include procedures to be followed in the event of a release of 
oil or other hazardous substance into the soil, water, or air. As part of the plan, the contractor 
will be required to have spill containment kits present on the site during operations.  

• Equipment refueling will not occur within 300 feet of perennial streams, 150 feet of 
intermittent streams, or 100 feet of any ephemeral stream to prevent toxic materials from 
entering waterways. Hydraulic fluid and fuel lines shall be in proper working condition in 
order to minimize leakage. Portable pumps can be refueled on-site within a spill containment 
system.  

• All hazardous materials and petroleum products will be stored in durable containers located 
at least 300 feet from perennial streams, 150 feet from intermittent streams, or 100 feet from 
any ephemeral stream. Containers will be located so that accidental spills will be contained 
and will not drain into the stream system. Waste diesel, oil, hydraulic fluid and other 
hazardous materials will be removed from the site and disposed of at an approved site. 

 
Prescribed Fire  

 
• There will be no ignition for prescribed understory burning within at least 100 feet of 

perennial streams, springs, seeps, ponds and wetlands. There will be no ignition for 
understory burning within 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams.  

• There will be no burning or storing materials (e.g., chips, slash, logs) in road ditchlines or on 
cut slopes above ditchlines, unless the material can provide bank stability and will not be 
transported into the ditch at the side of the road.   

• Piles will be dispersed across treatment areas.  
• There will be no pile burning on fragile slope gradient and fragile surface erosion soils unless 

there is adequate vegetation between piles to intercept sediment displaced from piles. On 
these soils, piles will be ignited from upper slope so fire backs into pile wherever possible. 
Handpiles will be limited to slopes less than 65%. Piles will be burned when soil and duff 
moisture are high.  

 
Skid Trails  

• The Project will us a designated trail network for ground-based harvesting equipment. The 
network will incorporate existing skid trails and landings as a priority over creating new trails 
and landings and will consider proper spacing, skid trail direction and location relative to 
terrain and stream channel features. Old skid trails will not be opened or driven on without 
the approval of the FO.  

• Skid trails would be designated in locations that channel water from the trail surface away 
from waterbodies, floodplains, and wetlands, or unstable areas adjacent to them.  
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• Erosion control measures would be applied at skid trails and other disturbed areas with 
potential for erosion and subsequent sediment and silt delivery to waterbodies, floodplains, or 
wetlands. These practices may include seeding, mulching, water barring, tillage, and woody 
debris placement.  

• Main skid trails would be blocked where they intersect roads and landings with an approved 
barricade and/or scattered slash to preclude OHV use.  

• Designated skid roads will be used to limit soil compaction to less than 12% of the Project 
area.  

• Skid trails will be located to minimize disturbance to coarse woody debris. Where skid trails 
encounter large coarse woody debris, either the log would be moved out of the way, or a 
section will be bucked out for equipment access. All sections will remain on site and as 
undisturbed as possible.  

• Low psi, wide-track vehicles or one-pass operations (one round trip, in and out) will be 
required for all mechanical harvester (includes felling and bunching) operations. For multiple 
passes, equipment must walk on at least 12 inches of slash for equipment greater than 6 
pounds per square inch or at least 8 inches of slash for equipment less than 6 pounds per 
square inch. Mechanized equipment must be capable of reaching 20 feet.  

 
Waterbars  

• Spacing and construction of waterbars on temporary roads, skid trails, and fire lines will be 
based on gradient and erosion class in compliance with standard BLM guidelines.  

• The following techniques will be used to construct waterbars:  

• Open the downslope end of the waterbar to allow free passage of water.  

• Construct the waterbar so that it will not deposit water where it will cause erosion.  

• Compact the waterbar to prevent water from breaching the berm.  

• Skew waterbars no more than 30 degrees from perpendicular to the centerline of the trail or 
road.  

 
Transportation  

Restore Existing Roads  

Following completion of treatments, existing public and private gravel roads used for Project 
activities would be restored to pre-project conditions. Contractors would be required to document 
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existing conditions of gravel roads planned for project use prior to project initiation and would 
document restoration of these conditions following Project completion.  

 
Visual/Aesthetic   
 
Forest Thinning and Feathering Practices  
 
In areas where clearing within dense vegetation is required, thinning and feathering of the adjacent 
vegetation will be incorporated to dissipate the linear edges of the clearing and mimic forms of 
natural clearings. In general, thinning and feathering will be done in irregular patches of varying 
densities as well as a gradation of tall vegetation down to low vegetation at the clearing edge for a 
more natural appearance. Thus, the contrast of a distinct line is faded out into a wide transitional 
band and the focal point of an artificial line will be decreased. In some circumstances, safety 
considerations may dictate specific thinning and feathering practices. 
 
Recreational trails  

• Where treatments occur where there are recreational trails, treatments will attempt to 
maintain canopies, when possible, where trails can pass beneath.  

• Treatments will consider opportunities to create and enhance views.  

• Vegetation treatment debris will be kept away from trails.  
 
Private Residences  

To minimize visual impacts to private residences in the vicinity of the ‘Inimim, the Project will 
attempt to preserve vegetation, as possible, where it serves as a screen from roads and/or neighbors, 
guides vehicular and pedestrian access, or provides shade.  

Temporary Access and Landing Construction  

• Vegetation clearing will be minimized. Brush-beating, mowing, or using protective surface 
matting will be used. Trees will be trimmed versus cut.  

• Routes will be unobtrusive and will be chosen to make as much use of landform as possible.  

• Routes will not break the continuity of the canopy or ground vegetation.  

• Areas with views and water edges will be crossed at the least visible point.  

• Steep slopes will be avoided. The alignment will curve and blend with the landform.  
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• Landings and turning points will be sited where natural gradients provide space and are not 
positioned on prominent spurs or ridges.  

• Routes and landings will be reclaimed upon the completion of treatments with a 
methodology and seed mixture specified by the FO.  

 
Safety  

Standard BLM Safety Measures  

• Signs and/or road guards will be posted to warn the public about vegetation management, 
prescribed fire, road, trail, and facilities maintenance when and where necessary for safety.  

• Existing telephone, transmission lines, fences, ditches, roads, trails, and other improvements 
will be protected while implementing the proposed treatments.  

• Mechanized hand tools will have federal- or state-approved spark arresters. 
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EXHIBIT D 
Agreements between BLM and YWI 

 
 
Copies of signed Letters of Authorization from the BLM to the YWI for Phase 2 of the ‘Inimim Forest 

start on the next page. 
  



 

1 
 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Mother Lode Field Office 

5152 Hillsdale Circle 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 

www.blm.gov/office/mother-lode-field-office 
 

           MS-5000 
           CA-180.50 
            
Yuba Watershed Institute 
Attn: Chris Friedel 
P.O. Box 2198 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
 
April 13, 2020 
 
Re: 2020 ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project (Phase 2) Authorization 
 
Dear Mr. Friedel: 
 
This letter is to inform you that beginning April 13, 2020, for a period of up to ten years, the 
Yuba Watershed Institute (YWI), or its contractors, is authorized to implement fuel reduction 
treatments on BLM-managed lands outlined in the Environmental Assessment DOI-BLM-CA-
C080-2020-0005-EA (‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project) and associated Decision Record, and 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant 1222. 
 
Please coordinate with the BLM Forester (or alternate) prior to implementation.  Although it was 
is expected that you will complete the project within four years, if you do not complete the 
project during this timeframe, you will have access to the site for up to ten years to complete the 
work, consistent with the terms of your grant. 
 
Coordination with the BLM is required throughout the life of the grant to allow any a necessary 
compliance inspections.  The BLM reserves the right to issue a stop-work order at any point 
during the life of the project in order to correct issues associated with the implementation of the 
project.  You are required to implement the project as it is described in the Environmental 
Assessment DOI-BLM-CA-C080-2020-0005-EA (‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project) and 
associated Decision Record. 
 
Please sign and return a copy of the enclosed stipulations and return to our office prior to the 
start of implementation.  This authorization will be effective once the BLM receives the signed 
stipulations. 
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Because the BLM Forester position is currently vacant, please contact me with any questions.  I 
will provide you with new contact information for the Forester once that position is filled.  
Thank you again for your work restoring BLM-managed public lands.  I look forward to 
continuing the partnership between YWI and the BLM. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Elizabeth Meyer-Shields 
        Field Manager 
 
Enclosure: Authorization Stipulations – 2020 ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project (Phase 2) 
 
CC: Chris Dallas, Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
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AUTHORIZATION STIPULATIONS 
2020 ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project – Phase 2 

 
Authorization is subject to all valid existing rights, in addition to the General Terms and 
Conditions as set forth in 43 CFR 2920.3, 43 CFR 9212, and the California Forest Practice 
Rules, and to the following special terms and conditions: 
 
I. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this authorization is to secure the service of fuels treatment and forest health 
restoration on up to 1,219 acres of public lands managed by the US Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). The purpose of this project is to improve forest and watershed health by 
implementing treatments such as mechanical thinning, manual thinning, and prescribed fire. 
 
II. Location 
 

 All treatment shall be within the areas designated in the Environmental Assessment DOI-
BLM-CA-C080-2020-0005-EA (‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project) and associated 
Decision Record. 

 BLM will not flag the treatment unit boundary. It is the responsibility of the Grantee to 
stay within the authorized area. 

 
III. Management Requirements 
 

 Grantee shall designate a representative for field operations before activities commence. 
This person shall be the sole field representative for the Grantee’s employees or 
contractors in dealing with the Authorized Officer. Said representative shall be 
responsible to receive and comply with all communications and decisions issued by the 
Authorized Officer. 

 Grantee agrees to hold harmless the United States for any and all liability, including 
injury to persons or damage to property, which may result directly or indirectly from the 
use permitted. A Certificate of Insurance, co-insuring the USDI, Bureau of Land 
Management at 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762, will be issued in the 
minimum amount of $1,000,000 (one million) and be in effect through the duration of the 
permit. 

 Any surface disturbing activities, including maintenance, will require notification to the 
BLM, and issuance of a written Notice to Proceed for the activity. 

 Grantee will maintain progress at a rate that will assure completion within the authorized 
time. At the pre-work conference, the Grantee will provide a work schedule which must 
be acceptable to the BLM. 

 Trucks/equipment shall be clearly identified by the Grantee. 
 Grantee will have Authorization available on site at all times. 
 Grantee shall keep the site in a clean and orderly fashion and any refuse will be hauled 

away and disposed of in a legally acceptable manner. 
 Upon termination of the Authorization, the Grantee shall restore the site to a condition 

equivalent or better than the pre-operation state, satisfactory to the BLM Authorized 
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Officer if determined to be appropriate. Grantee shall notify the BLM Mother Lode Field 
Office within 5 working days after occupying and/or vacating an authorized site. 

 Prior to removal of any trees having commercial value, the Grantee will negotiate a 
timber sale contract with the BLM for purchase of the trees. 

 
IV. Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
 

 To prevent potential degradation of perennial streams, buffers measuring 150 feet 
minimum from the centerline will mark the exclusion zone where no mechanical 
treatment will be allowed. Any significant rutting of the soil caused by operations will be 
returned to the pre-work state or better by the Grantee. 

 While hand work will be allowed on slopes greater than 30%, the use of heavy equipment 
will be restricted to slopes less than 30%. 

 A higher density of tree stems and canopy cover will be retained in moist drainages 
where Douglas-fir is more prevalent. 

 Brush and other fuels will be masticated or cut and chipped. If access to chipping 
equipment is not available, cut fuels will be scattered until fuel-loading exceeds specified 
maximum tons per acre, or piled for later burning under safe conditions, as described in 
the EA and DR. 

 Vehicle barriers such as cables, berms, logs and/or large boulders should be placed at 
strategic locations determined by the Authorized Officer or the Authorized Officer’s 
representative to prevent vehicular trespass within the treated areas. 

 
V. Weed Control 
 

 To minimize the potential for introduction or spread of invasive weeds, equipment used 
for the proposed action will be cleaned prior to entering the project area and, where 
possible, will avoid operations within weed-infested areas. 

 Crews will be educated by BLM to use best management practices to prevent weed 
spread, including cleaning equipment prior to entry into the project area. 

 If small infestations are identified within the project area, they will be pulled and piled, 
for burning by BLM, and/or other appropriate method of disposal. 

 If additional weeds are discovered during project implementation, they will be 
appropriately removed or marked and avoided until a mitigation plan is developed by 
BLM. 

 
VI. Cultural Resources 
 

 Sites will be avoided via pre-designation; flagging-tape buffers will be established around 
identified cultural resources that have the potential to be affected by the proposed actions. 
These cultural resources would be protected via avoidance during project 
implementation. 

 Should inadvertent or unanticipated discoveries be made, such discovery will be 
promptly reported to the BLM, and Grantee’s operations will be suspended at that 
location until the significance or potential significance of the resource is determined. 

 Collection or disturbance of artifacts and other archaeological, historical, and 
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paleontological materials by Grantee, its representatives, employees, subcontractors, or 
associates, shall not be allowed. Offenders shall be subject to prosecution under the 
appropriate State and Federal laws. 

 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) as 
outlined in 43 CFR § 10, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act at 43 CFR § 7, 
Section 5097.98 of the State Public Resources Code, and Section 7050.5 of the State 
Health and Safety Code, in the event of the discovery of human remains, all work is to 
stop in the vicinity of the discovery and the County Coroner shall be immediately 
notified. 

 If the remains are determined to be Native American, BLM shall address the discovery in 
accordance with the provisions of NAGPRA and coordinate that process with 36 CFR § 
800.13 as needed. 

 
VII. Wildlife including special status species 
 

 Wood rat nests and large woody debris will be avoided when creating burn piles and 
during mastication operations. If a potential nest cannot be avoided, the pile will be 
checked for signs of wildlife before lighting. If nests or dens are found, the pile will be 
avoided/not burned. If the pile must be burned, a rare event, the nest will be restacked 
nearby or the animal will be given an escape route from the fire. 

 Leave an uncut patch (minimum of 0.25 acres) for every 10 acres harvested, with patches 
totaling at least 5 percent of the area. Use “leave-trees” as the center for uncut patches. 
Riparian areas, rocky outcrops and other buffers can help to satisfy this goal. 

 Retain live trees with existing cavities when possible, as well as trees with flying squirrel 
nests. 

 Retain large trees, defective trees, snags and downed logs for wildlife to the extent 
feasible; an average of 2-3 snags per acre is the objective. Ideally, snags should be in 
small groups throughout the project, with a variety of snag age classes (recently dead, 
long dead, etc.). Snags should not be located near fire breaks where they can create a 
safety hazard to firefighters. Large snags in particular provide hiding, denning, nesting, 
and food storage sites for a variety of wildlife. Retain all snags 24+ inches in diameter at 
breast height unless such retention creates an unsafe concentration of fuels or other safety 
concerns. 

 Avoid damaging existing downed woody debris, especially large (18+ inches in diameter 
at the large end) hollow or rotten logs and rotten stumps. Leave an average of 3 to 4 large 
woody pieces per acre. 

 To maintain breeding sites for ground-nesting birds, establish random brush piles in 
cleared areas at a density of eight brush piles per acre using cut or thinned material. On-
site training to staff can be provided by a qualified wildlife biologist to provide directions 
and methods of brush pile construction. 

 
Nesting raptors and migratory birds: 
 

 It is recommended that project implementation occur during a limited operating period of 
September 15 to March 1 so as not to disrupt bird nests during the spring breeding 
season. Should work occur during breeding season a biologist will first survey the project 
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area for nesting birds, with special attention to northern goshawk and California spotted 
owl, no later than 14 days prior to the start of project work. 

 If birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act are found nesting, then appropriate 
construction buffers shall be established to avoid disturbance of the nests until such time 
that the young have fledged. The size of the nest buffer will be determined by the wildlife 
biologist in consultation with CDFW, and will be based on the nesting species, its 
sensitivity to disturbance, and expected types of disturbance. Typically, these buffers 
range from 75 to 250 feet from the nest location. The biologist will mark sites to be 
avoided during vegetation removal or be onsite during work. Nesting activities shall be 
monitored periodically by a qualified wildlife biologist to determine when construction 
activities in the buffer area can resume. Once the qualified wildlife biologist has 
determined that young birds have successfully fledged (generally 7 continuous days of no 
nest activities), approval to initiate construction activities within the buffer shall be 
determined by the wildlife biologist. Such protection will satisfy the protection 
requirements per Article 9 of the CALIFORNIA FOREST PRACTICE RULES Title 14, 
California Code of Regulations, Chapter 4. 

 
VIII. Noise 
 

 During restoration activities, there would be temporary noise increases from the use of 
power tools, equipment, and other non-powered hand-tools. Any contractor will be 
required to comply with all applicable noise and occupational safety standards as defined 
in the contract specifications, and to protect workers and other persons from the health 
effects of increased noise levels from the use of equipment. 

 
IX. Fire Prevention and Suppression 
 

 Observe all seasonal fire restrictions and local ordinances, project activity levels, and 
regulations. Seasonal BLM Fire Restriction Orders for Mother Lode Field Office are 
posted on www.blm.gov. 

 Check under vehicles when parking off road or near dry fuels. Plan any activity that 
could cause a spark (grinding or welding), in the morning, when the relative humidity is 
up and the temperatures are cooler. Also, be especially vigilant when operating heavy 
equipment with pivoting metal tracks on rocky ground. When treating, work from the 
outside edge to the center of the day’s treatment area. 

 The Grantee will (1) equip all combustion engines with spark arresters that meet or 
exceed standards set forth in the Forest Service Publication "SP ARK ARRESTER 
GUIDE-Multiposition Small Engine (MSE) Volume 2" (2012) (available online at 
https://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/programs/fire/spark aiTester guides/ assets/2012 MSE.pdf) 
spark arresters are not required on equipment powered by exhaust driven turbo-charged 
engines), (2) equip all machines powered by an internal combustion engine with at least 
one 10 lb. ABC rated fire extinguisher (minimum) or equivalent, (3) remove all 
concentrations of wood dust and debris from the equipment daily, (4) have one 10 lb. 
ABC rated fire extinguisher, one shovel, and five gallons water readily available adjacent 
to grinding/welding operations. 
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The Grantee will, independently and in cooperation with the Government, take all 
reasonable action to prevent and suppress fires on the project. Independent initial action 
will be prompt and will include the use of all personnel and equipment available in the 
project area. 
 

 Emergency Reporting Requirements: 
 

1. 9-1-1 (Initial call for all emergencies) 
2. 530.477.0641 (Grass Valley Emergency Communications Center, Wildland fire 
emergency) Information needed in reporting a wildland fire would include: 
Location (Geographical reference and if possible Latitude/longitude coordinates, 
access roads); Description of fire (size, rate of spread, fuel type, wind speed, etc.); 
Resources on scene. 
 

 The Government may require emergency measures, including the necessary shutting 
down of equipment or portions of operations during periods of high fire danger. 

 Under Title 43 CFR 9212, Grantee may be held liable for any and all costs should a 
wildland fire occur caused by the activities associated with the construction, 
maintenance, or operation of this project. Fire trespass action might be initiated and 
wildfire suppression costs may be collected from the Grantee. 

 
X. General 
 

 Grantee cannot use a different BLM site for which he does not have a current 
Authorization, nor allow use of any of the Grantee's sites by another corporation/entity 
that does not have a valid Authorization for that site, except that Grantee may contract the 
work identified in this Letter of Authorization. It is the Grantee's responsibility to ensure 
that all contractors and subcontractors abide by the conditions in this Letter of 
Authorization and Stipulations.  

 In cases where activities/equipment are going to stay on public land over night or for 
extended periods of time, Grantee can prohibit the general public from entering the area 
where such activity is occurring in order to maintain safety and protect equipment. 
Grantee must use acceptable manners and attitude while dealing with the public. 

 Spot checks may occur throughout the length of the permit. If numerous violations occur, 
requiring the BLM monitor to stay on site during each day of work, the Grantee will 
reimburse the BLM for the cost of that monitor. 

 Grantee is fully responsible for any permits or approvals required by the State, local and 
other Federal Agencies. Grantee shall ensure that all persons operating under the 
authorization have obtained all required Federal, State, and local licenses or registrations. 
Grantee shall make every reasonable effort to ensure compliance with these requirements 
by all agents of the Grantee and by all clients, customers, participants or spectators under 
the Grantee’s supervision. 

 Any deviation from these conditions, without prior approval of the BLM, may result in 
immediate cancellation of the Authorization, fines and/or cost of resource rehabilitation, 
civil or criminal trespass action, and denial of all future Authorizations by the BLM. 

 BLM retains the right to occupy and use the project parcel and to issue or grant rights-of-
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way or other land uses over, upon, under and through the lands, provided that the 
occupancy and use will not unreasonably interfere with the rights granted herein. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned agrees to the terms, conditions and above 
stipulations of this Authorization and will ensure that any subcontractors working on this project 
will also adhere to these stipulations: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Signature of Grantee 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Name 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Title 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Date 
 

info
Typewritten Text
Chris Friedel

info
Typewritten Text
Executive Director

info
Typewritten Text
4/13/2020



 
 

Yuba Watershed Institute 
RFP for ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project, Phase 2 

 
E-1 

EXHIBIT E 
Sample Agreement 

 
FUELS REDUCTION AGREEMENT 

Between 
Yuba Watershed Institute (YWI) 

And 
CONTRACTOR 

  
For: ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project – Phase 2 
 
This contract agreement (the “Agreement”) sets forth the terms and conditions whereby 
CONTRACTOR (“you” or “your business”) agrees to provide certain services (as described in 
Exhibit A) to the Yuba Watershed Institute, a California 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation located at 
403 Broad Street Suite 10A, Nevada City, CA 95959 (the “Organization”). 
 
For and in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, your business and the Organization 
(referred to collectively as the "Parties") do hereby agree as follows: 
 

1. Services. 
1.1 The Organization engages your business, and you accept such engagement 

on behalf of your business, as an independent contractor to provide certain services to 
the Organization on the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. 

 
1.2 You shall provide to the Organization the services described in Exhibit 

A (the "Services"). 
 

1.3 The Organization shall not control or direct the manner or means by which your 
business or your employees or contractors perform the Services, including but not limited to, 
the time and place you perform the Services. You warrant and represent to the Organization 
that you are customarily engaged in an independently established trade, occupation, or 
business of the same nature as the Services performed. 

 
1.4 Unless otherwise stated on Exhibit A, your business shall furnish, at your own 

expense, the materials, equipment, supplies, and other resources necessary to perform the 
Services.  

 
2. Term. The term of this Agreement shall commence on as of the date set forth below 

and shall continue until the Services are completed, unless earlier terminated in accordance with 
Section 10 (the "Term"). Any extension of the Term will be subject to mutual written agreement 
between the Parties. 
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3. Fees and Expenses. 

 
3.1 As full compensation for the Services performed for the Organization in this 

Agreement, the Organization shall pay you at the following hourly rates: $45 per man hour; 
$175 per tracked chipper hour; and $300 per masticator hour. The Organization will pay 
you at these hourly rates up to a maximum total amount of $321,407, (the "Fees"), payable 
after the Services set forth in Exhibit A are completed to the Organization's satisfaction. 

 
3.2 The per-hour charges shall not exceed the maximum total amount. If per-hour 

charges would exceed the maximum total amount, the Organization will pay you a flat fee 
of $321,407 to perform all of the Services described in Exhibit A. 

 
3.3 The Organization shall pay all undisputed Fees within 60 business days after 

the Organization's receipt of an invoice submitted by you. 
 

4. Relationship of the Parties. 
 

4.1 You are an independent contractor of the Organization, and this Agreement 
shall not be construed to create any association, partnership, joint venture, employment, or 
agency relationship between you and the Organization for any purpose. You have no 
authority (and shall not hold yourself out as having authority) to bind the Organization and 
you shall not make any agreements or representations on the Organization's behalf without 
the Organization's prior written consent. The Parties agree that they are not joint employers 
for purposes of the Services performed under this Agreement. 
 

4.2 Without limiting Section 4.1, you, your employees, or your contractors will not 
be eligible to participate in any vacation, group medical or life insurance, disability, profit 
sharing or retirement benefits, or any other fringe benefits or benefit plans offered by the 
Organization to its employees, and the Organization will not be responsible for withholding 
or paying any income, payroll, Social Security, or other federal, state, or local taxes, making 
any insurance contributions, including for unemployment or disability, or obtaining workers' 
compensation insurance on your behalf. You shall be responsible for, and shall indemnify the 
Organization against, all such taxes or contributions, including penalties and interest. Any 
persons employed or engaged by you in connection with the performance of the Services 
shall be your employees or contractors, and you shall be fully responsible for them and fully 
indemnify the Organization against any claims made by or on behalf of any such employee or 
contractor. 

 
5. Representations and Warranties. 

 
5.1 You represent and warrant to the Organization that: 
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(a) you have the right to enter into this Agreement, to grant the rights 
granted in this Agreement, and to perform fully all of your obligations in this 
Agreement; 

 
(b) your entering into this Agreement with the Organization and your 

performance of the Services do not and will not conflict with or result in any breach 
or default under any other agreement to which you are subject; 

 
(c) you have the required skill, experience, and qualifications to perform 

the Services, you shall perform the Services in a professional and workmanlike 
manner in accordance with generally recognized industry standards for similar 
services, and you shall devote sufficient resources to ensure that the Services are 
performed in a timely and reliable manner; 

 
(d) you shall perform the Services in compliance with all applicable 

federal, state, and local laws and regulations, including by maintaining all licenses, 
permits, registrations required to perform the Services; 

 
5.2 The Organization represents and warrants to you that: 

 
(a) it has the full right, power, and authority to enter into this Agreement 

and to perform its obligations hereunder; and 
 

(b) the execution of this Agreement by its representative, whose signature is 
set forth at the end of this Agreement, has been duly authorized by all necessary 
corporate action. 

 
6. Indemnification. 

 
6.1 You shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Organization and its 

affiliates, including the United States Bureau of Land Management (the “BLM”) and their 
officers, directors, employees, agents, successors, and assigns from and against all losses, 
damages, liabilities, deficiencies, actions, judgments, interest, awards, penalties, fines, costs, 
or expenses of whatever kind (including reasonable attorneys' fees) arising out of or 
resulting from: 
 

(a) bodily injury, death of any person, or damage to real or tangible 
personal property resulting from your acts or omissions; or 

 
(b) your breach of any representation, warranty, or obligation under 

this Agreement. 
 

6.2 The Organization may satisfy such indemnity (in whole or in part) by way 
of deduction from any payment due to you. 
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6.3 The Organization reserves the right to retain its own counsel in the event 

both parties are named in a lawsuit 
 

7. Insurance. 
 

7.1 During the Term, you shall maintain in force adequate workers' 
compensation, commercial general liability, business auto liability, errors and omissions, and 
other forms of insurance, in each case with insurers reasonably acceptable to the 
Organization, with policy limits sufficient to protect and indemnify the Organization and its 
affiliates, including BLM, and each of their officers, directors, agents, employees, 
subsidiaries, partners, members, controlling persons, and successors and assigns, from any 
losses resulting from your acts or omissions or the acts or omissions of your agents, 
contractors, servants, or employees. The Organization and BLM shall be listed as additional 
insureds under such policy, and you shall forward a certificate of insurance verifying such 
insurance upon the Organization's written request, which certificate will indicate that such 
insurance policies may not be canceled before the expiration of a 30-calendar day 
notification period and that the Organization will be immediately notified in writing of any 
such notice of termination. 
 

7.2 Your business shall, at your own cost and expense, maintain the following 
insurance: 

 
(a) worker’s compensation insurance with statutory limits (not less than 

$1,000,000 per occurrence; 
 

(b) general liability insurance (not less than $1,000,000 per 
occurrence for personal injury and property damages); 

 
(c) and business auto liability insurance (not less $1,000,000 

combined single limit for bodily injury and property damages covering all 
vehicles including hired cars, owned and non-owned vehicles). 

 
8. Termination. 

 
8.1 You or the Organization may terminate this Agreement without cause upon 30- 

calendar days' written notice to the other party to this Agreement. In the event of termination 
pursuant to this clause, the Organization shall pay you on a pro-rata basis any Fees then due 
and payable for any Services completed, up to and including the date of such termination. 

 
8.2 You or the Organization may terminate this Agreement, effective 

immediately upon written notice to the other party to this Agreement, if the other party 
materially breaches this Agreement, and such breach is incapable of cure, or with respect to 
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a material breach capable of cure, the other party does not cure such breach within ten (10) 
business days after receipt of written notice of such breach. 

 
8.3 The terms and conditions of this clause and Section 4, Section 5, Section 6, 

Section 9, Section 10, Section 11, Section 12, Section 14, and Section 16 shall survive the 
expiration or termination of this Agreement. 

 
9. Other Business Activities. You may be engaged or employed in any other business, 

trade, profession, or other activity while providing services to the Organization. 
 

10. Non-Solicitation of Employees. You agree that during the Term and for a period of 
twelve months following the termination or expiration of this Agreement, you will not to disrupt 
or interfere with the business of the Organization by directly or indirectly soliciting, recruiting, 
attempting to recruit, or raiding the employees of the Organization, or otherwise inducing the 
termination of employment of any employee of the Organization. You also agree and covenant 
not to use any of the Organization's trade secrets and/or confidential information to directly or 
indirectly solicit the employees of the Organization. For the purposes of this clause, a general 
advertisement or notice of a job listing or opening or other similar general publication of a job 
search or availability to fill employment positions, including on the internet, shall not be 
construed as a solicitation or inducement, and the hiring of any such employee who freely 
responds shall not be a breach of this clause. 

 
11. Assignment. You shall not assign any rights, or delegate or subcontract any 

obligations, under this Agreement without the Organization's prior written consent. Any 
assignment in violation of the foregoing shall be deemed null and void. The Organization may 
freely assign its rights and obligations under this Agreement at any time. Subject to the limits on 
assignment stated above, this Agreement will inure to the benefit of, be binding on, and be 
enforceable against each of the Parties and their respective successors and assigns. 

 
12. Remedies. In the event you breach or threaten to breach Section 10 of this Agreement, 

you acknowledge and agree that the Organization shall be entitled to seek, in addition to other 
available remedies, a temporary or permanent injunction or other equitable relief restraining such 
breach or threatened breach from any court of competent jurisdiction, and that money damages 
would not afford an adequate remedy, without the necessity of showing any actual damages, and 
without the necessity of posting any bond or other security. This equitable relief shall be in 
addition to, not in lieu of, legal remedies, monetary damages, or other available forms of relief. 

 
13. Arbitration 

 
13.1 Any dispute, controversy, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement or 

any breach or termination of this Agreement, including but not limited to the Services you 
provide to the Organization, and any alleged violation of any federal, state, or local statute, 
regulation, common law, or public policy, whether sounding in contract, tort, or statute, shall 
be submitted to and decided by binding arbitration. Arbitration shall be administered by the 
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American Arbitration Association and held in Nevada City, California before a single 
arbitrator, in accordance with the American Arbitration Association’s rules, regulations, and 
requirements, as well as any requirements imposed by California law. Any arbitral award 
determination shall be final and binding upon the Parties. Judgment on the arbitrator's award 
may be entered in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
13.2 Except for representative claims which cannot be waived under applicable law 

and which are therefore excluded from this Agreement, the Parties waive the right to assert, 
participate in, or receive money or any other relief from any class or collective claims against 
each other in court, arbitration, or any other proceeding. Each party shall only submit their 
own individual claims against the other and will not seek to represent the interests of any 
other person. The arbitrator shall have no jurisdiction or authority to compel any class or 
collective claim, or to consolidate different arbitration proceedings with or join any other 
party to an arbitration between the Parties. The arbitrator, not any court, shall have exclusive 
authority to resolve any dispute relating to the enforceability or formation of this Agreement 
and the arbitrability of any dispute between the Parties, except for any dispute relating to the 
enforceability or scope of the class and collective action waiver, which shall be determined 
by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
14. Governing Law, Jurisdiction, and Venue. This Agreement and all related documents 

including all schedules attached and all matters arising out of or relating to this Agreement and the 
Services provided hereunder, whether sounding in contract, tort, or statute, are governed by and 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California, without giving effect to any 
conflict of laws principles that would cause the laws of any other jurisdiction to apply. Any action 
or proceeding by either of the Parties to enforce this Agreement shall be brought only in any state 
or federal court located in the State of California, County of NEVADA. The Parties irrevocably 
submit to the [non-]exclusive jurisdiction of these courts and waive the defense of inconvenient 
forum to the maintenance of any action or proceeding in such venue. 

 
15. Applicable Laws and Regulations. You shall at all times comply with all laws and 

regulations in connection with vegetation removal and processing. You shall strictly enforce 
outdoor smoking regulations with all its agents and employees throughout the entire operation 
according to California Public Resources Code 4423.1. You shall comply with any other 
regulations as to fire prevention, including but not limited to the location of fire tool caches and 
any other equipment that may be required by the Organization and BLM. You agree to make 
every reasonable effort to control and extinguish every fire immediately when its existence comes 
to your knowledge without awaiting instructions from the Organization or BLM and shall 
continue, if it is safe to do so, until such fire is extinguished. You further agree to hold the 
Organization and BLM harmless and indemnify the Organization and BLM against all legal 
liability which may arise from such fire. 

 
16. Miscellaneous. 
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16.1 All notices, requests, consents, claims, demands, waivers, and other 
communications (each, a "Notice") shall be in writing and addressed to the Parties at the 
addresses set forth on the first page of this Agreement (or to such other address that may be 
designated by the receiving party from time to time in accordance with this Section). All 
Notices shall be delivered by personal delivery, nationally recognized overnight courier (with 
all fees prepaid), email, or certified or registered mail (in each case, return receipt requested, 
postage prepaid). Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, a Notice is effective only if 
(a) the receiving party has received the Notice, and (b) the party giving the Notice has complied with 
the requirements of this Section. 

 
16.2 This Agreement, together with any other documents incorporated by reference 

and related exhibits and schedules, constitutes the sole and entire agreement of the Parties to 
this Agreement with respect to the subject matter contained herein, and supersedes all prior 
and contemporaneous understandings, agreements, representations, and warranties, both 
written and oral, with respect to such subject matter. 

 
16.3 This Agreement may only be amended, modified, or supplemented by an 

agreement in writing signed by each party, and any of the terms thereof may be waived, only 
by a written document signed by each party to this Agreement or, in the case of waiver, by 
the party or parties waiving compliance. 

 
16.4 If any term or provision of this Agreement is invalid, illegal, or unenforceable 

in any jurisdiction, such invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other 
term or provision of this Agreement or invalidate or render unenforceable such term or 
provision in any other jurisdiction. 

 
16.5 This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts and by electronic 

signature, each of which shall be deemed an original and all of which together shall 
constitute one instrument. 

 
 
This Agreement is hereby entered into on the day and year first below written; 

 
  

Yuba Watershed Institute 
 
 
BY: ................................................................ 
 

Name: Chris Friedel 
 
Title: Executive Director 
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ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
BY: ..................................................... 
 
Name: 
 
Title: 
 
Date: 
 
Federal Tax Id. No.: 
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Yuba Watershed Institute 

RFP for ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project, Phase 2 
 

 

EXHIBIT F 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Documents 

 
Since Phase 2 of the ‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project is located on federal lands managed by the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, project activities are subject to the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
NEPA requires that projects on federal lands must be analyzed for their environmental impacts. The 
NEPA analysis and decision can be found in its entirety using the following web link: 
 

‘Inimim Forest Restoration Project Environmental Assessment (DOI-BLM-CA-C080-2020-
0005-EA). https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/1502579/570 

 
The Environmental Assessment contains requirements known as Project Design Features (PDFs) that 
must be followed in order to reduce environmental impacts (see Exhibit C for a summary of PDFs). 
Contractor must familiarize themselves with the PDFs that are applicable to their work. 

https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/1502579/570
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